2012 NA'IONAL CONVENTION COMMISSIONED COMPOSERS

The members of the New Music Committee for the 2012 National Convention are proud to announce
the four composers who are being commissioned to write major new works.

Organ Concerto — Roberto Sierra

This was one of the names suggested to the committee by Nashville Symphony
Music Director-Designate Giancarlo Guerrero. As we know, Maestro Guerrero
loves the organ (next season he has programmed the Copland Organ Symphony),
and he is most enthusiastic about his fellow Latino composer. Some of our mem-
bers may have heard the orchestra play Sierra’s “Fandango” in March this year —a
real audience-pleaser! Mr. Sierra was here for the performance, and spent time
- with Andrew Risinger hearing the organ at the Schermerhorn Centre, with which
' P he was most impressed.
0 l\”“\\\\\{\\\\\ For more than a decade the works of American composer Roberto Sierra have
TN been part of the repertoire of many of the leading orchestras, ensembles and
festivals in the USA and Europe. At the inaugural concert of the 2002 world renowned Proms in London,
his Fandangos was performed by the BBC Symphony Orchestra in a concert that was broadcast by both the
BBC Radio and Television throughout the UK and Europe. Sierra’s numerous commissions include works
for many of the major American and European orchestras. International ensembles that have performed
his works include the orchestras of Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Atlanta, New Mexico, Houston, Minnesota,
Dallas, Detroit, San Antonio and Phoenix, as well as by the American Composers Orchestra, the New York
Philharmonic, Los Angeles Philharmonic, National Symphony Orchestra, Royal Scottish National Orches-
tra, the Tonhalle Orchestra of Zurich, the Spanish orchestras of Madrid, Galicia, Castillay Leén and
Barcelona, among others.

Commissioned works include: Concerto for Orchestra for the centennial celebrations of the Philadelphia
Orchestra commissioned by the Koussevitzky Music Foundation and the Philadelphia Orchestra; Concerto
for Saxophones and Orchestra commissioned by the Detroit Symphony Orchestra for James Carter; Fandangos
and Missa Latina commissioned by the National Symphony Orchestra of Washington DC; Sinfonia No. 3 “La
Salsa”, commissioned by the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra; Danzas Concertantes for guitar and orchestra
commissioned by the Orquesta de Castilla y Ledn; Double Concerto for violin and viola co-commissioned by
the Pittsburgh and Philadelphia Orchestras; Bongo+ commissioned by the Juilliard School in celebration of
the 100th anniversary; and Songs from the Diaspora commissioned by Music Accord for Heidi Grant Murphy,
Kevin Murphy and the St. Lawrence String Quartet.

In 2003 he was awarded the Academy Award in Music by the American Academy of Arts and Letters.
The award states: “Roberto Sierra writes brilliant music, mixing fresh and personal melodic lines with
sparkling harmonies and striking rhythms. . .” Roberto Sierra was born in Vega Baja, Puerto Rico, and
studied composition both in Puerto Rico and Europe, where one his teachers was Gyorgy Ligeti at the
Hochschule fiir Musik in Hamburg, Germany.

Choir, chamber orchestra and organ — Rosephanye Powell

Dr. Rosephanye Dunn Powell, Associate Professor of Voice and Coordinator of Voice Studies, at Auburn
University, holds degrees from Alabama State University (B.M.E., summa cum
laude), Westminster Choir College (M.M. in vocal performance and pedagogy, with
distinction), and The Florida State University (D.M. in vocal performance, Univer-
sity Fellow). Dr. Powell served on the faculties of Philander Smith College (AR) and
Georgia Southern University before coming to Auburn.

Dr. Powell's soprano singing has brought her, successfully, through recital,
concert, and oratorio performances throughout the South and Northeast regions
of the United States. She has distinguished herself as a researcher, interpreter and
performer of solo vocal works by William Grant Still, and the African-American
spiritual. Dr. Powell is an internationally-recognized composer and arranger of
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choral music, currently published by Gentry Publications/Fred Bock Music, the Hal Leonard Corporation,
and Alliance Music Publications. Her works are in great demand at schools, churches, and choral festivals
throughout the world. In addition, her works have been premiered by renowned choral conductors, includ-
ing Philip Brunelle, Bob Chilcott, Rodney Eichenberger, Albert McNeil, Tim Seelig, and André Thomas. Dr.
Powell is a member of the American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP), the Ameri-
can Choral Directors Association (ACDA), the College Music Society (CMS), the National Association of
Teachers of Singing (NATS), and the Music Educators National Conference (MENC). Dr. Powell is listed in
the first edition of the international publication Who Is Who in Choral Music, released September 2007. She
has been included in Who's Who Among America’s Teachers and Outstanding Young Women in America in recent
years.

Organ and instruments — Diana Burrell

Diana Burrell, bom in England in 1948, started her musical career as a violist. As a composer, Burrell's
E body of work ranges from the String Quartet (Gulls and Angels of 1993) to
chamber ensemble pieces such as the vividly ritualistic dreamscape Barrow
(1991), opera (The Albatross, written in 1987 and premiered to great critical
acclaim by Trinity College of Music in June 1997) and, of course, her dramatic
and colorful Symphonies of Flocks, Herds and Shoals (1995-6), which was a com-
mission from the BBC, and was premiered in 1997 by the BBC Symphony
Orchestra. She is well known internationally both as a composer and lecturer,
and has been featured at concerts and university campuses worldwide.
Fresh and vital, her music is uncompromising in its integrity, whilst communi-
- cating directly to the llstener She has written of her need for ‘strong, rough-

edged thmgs brave disrespectful shapes and sounds...’, as much a reference to her love of modern archi-
tecture as a declaration of her compositional creed. She has succeeded in creating a unique, personal
language which is both primeval and unequivocally of our time.

Diana is the Artistic Director of Spitalfields Festival in London. She has also just started on a major
new series of pieces for organ with various ensembles, which will be composed over the next five years in
collaboration with the Royal Academy of Music, which will host all first performances.

Solo organ — Craig Phillips

Craig Phillips is the Music Associate at All Saints’ Episcopal Church in Beverly Hills, California. He is a

" noted composer, having received numerous commissions for both choral and organ
pieces, including those from the National Cathedral, the Association of Anglican
Musicians, the University of California, Riverside, the duo-organ team The Chenaults,
and Episcopal cathedrals in Buffalo, Portland, and Atlanta. Phillips was born in
Louisville, Kentucky, in 1961; he grew up in Nashville and his early studies were with
our own Peter Fyfe. He received a B.M. from Oklahoma Baptist University, and a M.M.
and D.M.A. and the Performers Certificate from the Eastman School of Music, Roch-
ester, New York, where he studied with the late Russell Saunders.




